THE BRIDGE BULLETIN
A BRIDGE FROM HOMELESSNESS

Dear supporters,

SPRING 2022

First of all, apologies that this newsletter is later than the planned end of March. When
systems were handed over to us, a few things haven't transferred too well and one of
these things was the list of supporters! We have managed to get the gremlins out of the
system now.
Since you received the last edition of The Bridge Bulletin, The Bridge Trust has been
warmly welcomed into our YMCA family, becoming part of YMCA Thames Gateway
Group. Still a charity with a local focus, not a lot has changed - The Bridge Trust has
become “The Bridge Trust Project" and the focus of the work continues in West Kent.
You may be aware that YMCA West Kent integrated with YMCA Thames Gateway Group
in April 2021 and it made sense for The Bridge Trust to become a part of this branch.
Not only will this merger secure the long-term future of the vital work The Bridge Trust
has been doing in the area, it will give us an opportunity to grow and therefore meet the
increasing demands of homelessness in our community. While the service, offer, client
group and staff remain the same, the merger means that the work will benefit from
YMCA’s expertise and broader projects for homeless people. Our staff are now working
with YMCA West Kent’s staff in Tower House, Vale Rise, and already some great
relationships are being developed.
We will continue to communicate with you regularly and we would love to hear more
about your fundraising efforts so we can share them in this newsletter as well as on our
social media channels. Your inspiring efforts should be shouted about! If you have any
questions, or anything you would like to share, please do email us at
TGGcomms@ymcatg.org.

Thank you all for your continued support and we hope you enjoy
the first edition of this newsletter as part of the wider group.
Dave Ball
CEO of YMCA Thames Gateway Group

MEET KIRSTY
One of the many positives to
come out of the merger with
YMCA Thames Gateway
Group is the access to a
wider pool of staff to support
the incredible work of The
Bridge Trust Project.
Kirsty Doubleday (pictured
below) is the Senior Area
Fundraiser for the charity
and will be the main point of
contact for West Kent. Kirsty
has extensive experience of
community fundraising and
as such, can answer any
questions you may have. She
lives in Kent herself and is
looking forward to getting to
know the amazing people
who have been supporting
The Bridge Trust.

Always happy to attend
events to talk about the
work of both The Bridge
Trust Project and YMCA,
Kirsty would love to hear
your fundraising ideas and
about your successes. She
can be contacted by email at
Kirsty.Doubleday@
WestKentymca.org.uk

THE BRIDGE TRUST PROJECT
NAMED CHARITY OF THE YEAR
By Shirley Spencer, Ladies Captain at Nizels Golf Club
Nizels Golf and Country Club
in Tonbridge have carefully
chosen to support The Bridge
Trust Project for 2022 and
will be fundraising with a
variety of golf events
throughout the year. To date,
there has been an ABBA
evening, a golf clubs sale as
well as fines collected by the
captain for misdemeanours
on the course. All good fun!
The golf season traditionally
starts in April with the Spring
Meeting. This is where all
section members get
together for a competition to
mark the beginning of their
competitive season, which
runs until September. This
year, the Spring Event will be
themed Flower Power, so the
course will be a psychedelic
vision to the eyes. Our ladies
section is one of the largest
in Kent, and is a hub for both
serious and fun-loving
golfers.

At each major golf event, we
will be fundraising like mad
to reach our target. One of
our biggest events is the
Mixed Charity Golf Day on
Wednesday 20 July which
attracts over 100
participants. Nizels boasts
one of the best parkland
courses in Kent, and, along
with the complimentary
halfway house, two-course
buffet lunch and fantastic
prizes, this wonderful day is
a great way to entertain your
friends or clients. There will
be a raffle and auction to
extract serious money from
our competitors, all for The
Bridge Trust Project, and we
look forward to hearing from
Kirsty Doubleday all about
the work of the charity.
If you would like more
information or to enter a
team, please email
Shirley@faircourt.plus.com

LEARN MORE ABOUT
YMCA THAMES GATEWAY GROUP
@ymcatg
and

@YMCA_TG

@ymcatg

search for "YMCA Thames Gateway"

ONE FOR THE CAR
LOVERS AMONG YOU
Pierre Cotteret is the lucky owner of a
Caterham 7. For those that love cars, you’ll
already know that Caterham Cars is a
British manufacturer of specialist
lightweight sports cars, and they are
beautiful to look at.
Pierre's stunning Caterham 7
As a member of several Caterham owners’
clubs, Pierre is able to attend a number of
exciting events throughout the year and,
as a way to raise funds to support the work
of The Bridge Trust Project, he would like to
give one lucky person a chance to join him
at one such event.
The Masters Historic Festival will take place
at the Brands Hatch Grand Prix circuit with
two days of sublime, fuel-injected
nostalgia in May. Pierre has booked two
tickets to attend the event on Sunday 29th
May, with access to a suite, and we’re
giving you a chance to arrive in style and
have access to this incredible event.
Pierre will drive you to the event in his car
(which is fully insured to carry passengers)
– a narrow-bodied yet comfortable ride –
which itself is an amazing experience.

Pierre will provide you with ear defenders,
and he recommends having ear plugs in
your pocket for the event as Brands Hatch
at full throttle is incredibly noisy!
How to be there
This is a fundraising opportunity thanks to
Pierre’s kind offer. In the style of a silent
auction, simply submit your best and final
donation bid to the fundraising team by
email, and the highest donation will win –
communitysupport@ymcatg.org – by 5pm
on Friday 22 May. This is an incredible
opportunity to arrive in style, chauffeurdriven in a Caterham 7 and attend the
event from a private suite, in the joyful
company of other petrol heads!
To find out more about the event, visit
https://bit.ly/BrandsHatchMHF

FANCY DOING A SKYDIVE?
Sunday 18th September 2022
Headcorn Aerodrome, Ashford
An amazing experience, often something people want
to tick off their 'bucket list' - now's your chance!
There's a £50 registration fee per person and
we're asking for a minimum £400 sponsorship.
If you're interested or would like to know more, contact
Kirsty.Doubleday@WestKentymca.org.uk or call 07547 404886

