
It’s not the winning, it’s the taking part… (or so they say!)

December 2017 saw the fifth Christmas Bowling Outing
with festive meal enjoyed by staff and residents of The
Bridge Trust. This has been made possible for the last
three years by donations from the Tonbridge Lions for
which we are extremely grateful.

The Bridge Trust is a small independent Charity which relies
a great deal on the generosity of people like The Lions. 
Not only is the evening a chance to have some fun but it also
enhances relationships between staff and residents and can
combat loneliness and isolation often magnified during the
festive period.

This year over half of our residents enjoyed a couple of
games of Bowling at Hollywood Bowl Tunbridge Wells
followed by a superb meal at The Hungry Horse Restaurant.
There were some with prior commitments and some who
were just not ready for such a gathering but without exception
everyone who attended had a thoroughly great night.

We would also like to express our gratitude for the great rates
received for the Bowling and the attentive accommodating
staff at the Hungry Horse, not to mention the fabulous food!
All served to make the evening even better. 

We would like to give our thanks to Hollywood Bowl for the
great rates received for the bowling.

We choose Bowling as all ages and abilities can enjoy a friendly
rivalry. Sadly, despite a pep talk to “take him down” our own
staff member Adrian won again! Still there’s always next year! 

Lynne Mepham, Support Services Co-ordinator
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The Bridge Trust needs your help!
Do you or does anyone you know have a commercial property such as a care home that is due
to stand empty for some time? Perhaps while it is going through a lengthy planning application
before redevelopment?  Ideally this needs to be in the west Kent region.

If so please do get in touch as we have a project that could be of mutual benefit.

Contact John Handley, CEO, on 01732 368363 or email: jhandley@thebridgetrust.org.uk

Our own kind of grace
Many of you will have seen those desk
calendars which have some of those
inspirational sayings for each day of 
the year. The version I have at work is 
a Christian one and one day’s message 
really struck me. It said:

“The meaning of life. 
The wasted years of life. 
The poor choices of life.
God answers the junk of 
life with one word: grace.”
In God’s terms “grace” means undeserved
love. God loves us no matter what we have
done. If we come to him, with open arms
and open hearts, asking forgiveness for
the wrongs we have thought, said and done
then no matter what, without judgement,
he accepts us.

Now I know that’s all “religiously stuff”
which some of you may not think concerns
you, but it does have a direct impact on
what we do for homeless people at The
Bridge Trust. This is because the Vision of
the Trust is that:

“We work to alleviate homelessness by
giving people the opportunity to have 
a home”.

It’s that belief that everyone has a
fundamental right to have that opportunity
that puts us directly in line with the
Christian principle of God’s grace. Let 
me explain…

I have often heard people say that if
someone is homeless then it’s their 
own fault. I would argue against that as 
a generalisation, but for some it may be
true. Certainly some of our clients have
made decisions about their lives that have
ultimately led them into homelessness.
Perhaps they decided to get in with a bad
crowd for example, who in turn got them
into drinking or taking drugs. Someone’s
decision to spend money on these or other
things may have left them without money
to buy food or pay rent, which made them
homeless – just one scenario. So that could
be construed as being their own fault. This
may be true but at The Bridge Trust we
do not judge people for the reasons why
they have become homeless, we just give
them the opportunity to turn their lives
around – everyone deserves to be given

a chance don’t they? I’m sure all of us
have made bad decisions in our lives but
most of us are lucky enough that they
haven’t led to us becoming homeless.

Our doors are open wide for people who
want and need our accommodation and
support services – whoever they are. OK,
unlike God, we can’t take every person who
asks as we live in a world where resources
are limited so we are forced to prioritise.

We also work alongside other organisations
and agencies who offer different types of
services to different types of homeless
people – ex-offenders, those with mental
health problems, young persons services
for 16 and 17 year olds and so forth. For us,
we prioritise single adults as in west Kent
there is no other service that provides
specifically for this client group. Within
that we also can’t take everyone who 
applies e.g. if they have an uncontrolled
drink problem, as they need to share their
accommodation with others, some who
may be in recovery for example. But,
whoever we accept into our service, we
do so without judgement for “past sins”;
our own kind of grace.

John Handley, CEO

Support from Sir Thomas Smythe’s Charity
We were very pleased indeed to receive a grant of £1,000 from the Sir
Thomas Smythe’s Charity at the end of last year.

The Charity was founded from Sir Thomas Smythe’s Will in 1625. Their
support was given to local charities in our region and potentially
could be repeated again this coming year as they have kindly asked
us to re-apply. As this grant is “unrestricted” we can use it either for a
specific purpose of our choice or to go towards general running costs.

Everywhere you go these days you get asked if you want to “giftaid it”, some even imploring you to “just say yes”, and despite
the fact the scheme has been in operation almost 30 years many people are still a bit unsure what it really means. In essence
it means charities like us can claim an extra 25% back from the government on your donation, without any additional cost to you.

However in order to do this we do need your up to date address and signature on a gift aid form outlining what amount you wish
us to claim gift aid on. 

Please inform us if your address changes or if you no longer pay sufficient tax to cover all of your donations in any given year (this includes
donations made to other causes). We’d love you to gift aid any donation you give to us, just ask us for a form, but we don’t want you getting in

trouble in the process. For more details visit the HMRC website.

Good luck Rosie!
Bridge Trust supporter, Rosie Harris is taking on this year’s London
Marathon to raise money for The Bridge Trust and Cancer Research UK.

Rosie runs her own graphic design business “Girl Friday Graphics” and
she has been donating her valuable time helping with the creation of
our Bulletins and leaflets for nearly 3 years.

To support her tackle the marathon you can sponsor her here:
www.justgiving.com/teams/rosierunslondon



Quiz night success
Our quiz night at the Mercure Hotel, Tunbridge Wells on February
2nd raised an amazing £1,043!

We would like to thank everyone who attended. Everyone seemed
to bring their top game to the evening answering some rather
tricky questions and coming up with some inventive team names.

We would also like to thank Mercure Hotel for donating the venue
and 3 of the raffle prizes, and to everyone who donated a prize:
Barden Stores, Josh’s Sweet Shop, Tonbridge River Boat Trips,
Tonbridge Old Fire Station, Katy Raper, and COOK.

Of course we have to say thank you to our volunteer quiz master
Anna Trueman who did a brilliant job at keeping everyone on
their toes.

Leaving a gift in your Will to The Bridge Trust
We have enclosed with this bulletin our new Legacy leaflet.
Legacies can be an important source of funds for charities such
as ourselves.

We know that your first priority when leaving gifts in your Will is
to provide for your loved ones, but if you have some of your estate
left over after taking care of loved ones you may consider leaving a
gift in your Will to The Bridge Trust.

We know it is a difficult thing to think about but you will be joining
us in helping those, such as Dave (right)  to regain their independent
lives and move into a safe secure home of their own. Legacies are
not taxed therefore we would receive 100% of your gift and as a
small charity every amount received makes a huge difference.

For more information you can visit our website:
www.thebridgetrust.org.uk/support-us/leave-a-legacy

“If it wasn’t thanks to The Bridge Trust I’d
definitely be on the street now, homeless,
begging, probably contemplating suicide.

Just wouldn’t be happy. The Bridge Trust
hasn’t just put a roof over my head, they’ve
given me skills to progress. They’re trying 
to make you so you don’t end up in this 
situation again. They’re a good charity.”

Tonbridge Christmas Festival
In December we ran our usual tombola at the annual Tonbridge
Christmas Festival. It was a merry event with everyone excited in
the build up for the big day.

The tombola completely sold out, this along with kind donations
raised £349.59!

Thank you to everyone who donated and to our fantastic team
of volunteers pictured left: Anna Trueman, David Coulson and
Kim Milburn.

We always need prizes in stock for events such as this, if you have
any unwanted presents that could be used as a tombola prize
please get in touch.

Dave, pictured with his Supported Housing Officer



London 10K –
July 15th

Well done to our Tunbridge
Wells Half Marathon runners

Tonbridge Triathlon –
May 7th
FREE PLACES
We have 5 charity places in this
year’s triathlon.

Take part as a relay team of 3 or tackle
the whole course yourself.

Swim 400M – Cycle 25K – Run 5K

Once again, we have places available
for this blue riband 10K run around 
the Capital for only £15pp!

The flat route takes runners past some 
of London’s most famous sites.

“The world's greatest road race route
through the heart of central London 
passing many of the capital's truly 
world class historic landmarks.”

Thank you!
Thank you to everyone who has
donated. Here are a few since the
last Bulletin:

Co-op Local Community fund –
£3520.49

Towns of Tonbridge – £217.50

Camplings Building Surveying
Consultancy Ltd – £100.00

St Mark’s Church, 
Tunbridge Wells – £200.00

Pembury Baptist Church – £43.69

Plaxtol Parish Church – £300.00

St Luke’s Church, Sevenoaks –
£269.30

Tonbridge School – £100.00

The Schools at Somerhill – £244.87

Our Lady of Hartley Catholic
Primary School – £286.71

Rotary Club of the Pantiles –
£500.00

Tonbridge Lions – £250+£350+£350

It costs approximately £450,000
a year for us to provide a home
to the homeless. These donations,
from both groups and individuals
allow us to continue to make a
difference in people’s lives

Join us on the 
Tonbridge Lions 
Bluebell Walk –
May 13th
Our places on this walk are free and
you can choose to do either a 5 or a 9
mile route through Kent’s beautiful
countryside. Both routes begin and end
at Shipbourne Village Hall.

15 fantastic 
people ran this
race for us on
February 18th .
So far, they 
have raised over
£1,500.
THANK YOU!

CONTACT US

17A Quarry Hill Road, Tonbridge, TN9 2RN. 

T: 01732 368363 • E: Info@thebridgetrust.org.uk
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If you are interested in taking part in any of these events
please contact Becky on 01732 368363 or 
email: bbutterwick@thebridgetrust.org.uk  

We ask that participants raise £50 (or more!) in sponsorship
when they take part in an event for The Bridge Trust.


