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When residents move on from us that is not the end of the support we provide for
them as Adrian Hill, one of our Supported Housing Officers explains…

As a Support Worker for The Bridge Trust I have the challenge of meeting people who
are struggling, the opportunity of being able to help them and the pleasure of seeing
change.  This is exactly what I’ve seen for one of our ex-residents, who I shall call Ryan.
Ryan came to the Trust in early 2016 after suffering the effects of a marriage break-
down which lead to him spending months sleeping rough.  He spent over a year being
supported by the Trust before deciding to move in with a friend.  I will be honest and
say that this is  what I advised for him as it wasn’t permanent, and it wasn’t his own
accommodation.  Despite this Ryan made his decision (which is incredibly important)
and moved in with his friend.

Another ex-resident of ours approached us in June this year.  The following is a letter
from David:

After a few months Ryan returned to the Trust and asked for help as he was once
again homeless.  Following our advice he promptly found a flat of his own and signed
the tenancy agreement as soon as he could.  Good news yes, however he moved into
the flat with a small bag of clothes and some toiletries - nothing else.  No furniture,
no kitchen-ware, no food (having to pay rent in advance has its effects).  Because of this The Bridge Trust made the decision
to offer Ryan our £350 move on pack, which in a nutshell, ‘kits out’ a home! We also provided Ryan with a food parcel to help
him through this difficult period.

Ryan wrote the Trust a letter which included the following:

It’s a great pleasure to be able to help someone in need and to see them finally manage their own home
It ‘s what we strive for. It’s what we’re about.



Over the past months there has a been a lot in
the local news about the rights and wrongs of
homeless people begging on our streets, or
more particularly about whether you and I
should give anything to them.

I listened with interest as a BBC Radio Kent
reporter told about her experiences when she
pretended to be homeless on the streets of
Tunbridge Wells; reactions were varied to say
the least.  Then a story came out that the local
Tunbridge Wells churches had asked that
people give to charities not to those begging
on the streets.  This all encouraged some
debate about the subject but it came to the
fore when Tunbridge Wells Borough Council
proposed their “Public Spaces Protection
Order” to outlaw people begging in their
borough.

Let me summarise what seemed to be the main
arguments against giving beggars any money –
be they in Tunbridge Wells or anywhere else.

- It does no long-term good; It helps people
stay on the streets instead of helping
people off the streets

- They will only spend your money on drink
and drugs

- They may not really be homeless at all
- Beggars can harass and intimidate passers-

by
What seems to have been forgotten is that
every single person sleeping rough or begging
is different.  These arguments hold

 and to use a Public
Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) to try and
sweep the issue away seems overly draconian,

and asserting that you will fine beggars £80, or
£1,000 if they don’t pay-up is just daft.  Let me
address each argument in turn:

-

True.  But that doesn’t mean we can allow
them to starve to death or suffer in the
mean-time. Metaphorically speaking, we
want to cure the ill, but if all we have is a
sticking plaster to put over the wound,
then that’s better than nothing, isn’t it?

-

Yes, SOME may do, but please don’t paint
all people with the same brush.  Also to an
extent, maybe a drink to try and get
through the awfulness of their situation is
understandable.  As an alternative, why
not offer food or a coffee – but please ask
them first what they would like – not
everyone likes prawn and mayonnaise!

-
True again, but 99.9% are, or are in real
need.  I doubt that any people begging in
Tunbridge Wells end their day by getting
in their BMW and going home to a 4 bed
detached! Why not just speak to these
people and judge for yourself.

-

A few maybe but it depends what
“harassment” means to you.  I don’t
consider someone asking me for change

as harassment.  If they chase me down
the street afterwards then that’s
different.  It’s true that a minority
(probably those who are drunk) can be
intimidating or rude to people, but I
have come across many more like that
who are NOT homeless or on the
streets at all.

The proposal of a PSPO highlights the crux
of the matter as the council says that
people must engage with services if they
want help.  The services offered are either
the Housing and/or Benefits services and
by engaging with these, people will have
access to either housing and/or money
and therefore no need to beg; sounds
reasonable enough!  Unfortunately most
of the rough sleepers out there are in no
way capable of doing either of these
things.  The extent of their capabilities may
be to simply survive hour by hour.
Assuming that they all have the capacity to
e.g. make appointments with job advisors
or use computers to do job searches and
can bid on the Kent Homechoice system is
simply unrealistic.  In my view, just because
you offer only A and B and neither of those
can work for these people, to just legislate
against them, effectively writing them off
is uncaring, uncompassionate and in many
respects dehumanising.

As a society we should be in the business
of helping people who are on the streets
and helping them off the streets; ignoring
or legislating against the problem will only
hide it, not solve it.

Bluebird Care chose The Bridge Trust as their “Charity of the
Quarter” in October and we celebrated by receiving a cheque from
them for £500.  Over Christmas they will also collect move-on items
for our residents as well as provide a Christmas present for each of
them.  Bluebird Care is the latest business to join our growing
Business Stars Scheme.  If you know of any other businesses who
would like to join our Business Stars scheme, then please let us know.

Sunday 28th January is Homelessness Sunday.  It is a day for Churches and
Christian groups across the country to pray, reflect and take action on
homelessness.  There are various ways that Christian communities can get
involved. Your Church could hold a service dedicated to highlighting the
issues of homelessness, you can hold a bake sale,  a fundraising lunch, or
organise a collection.

 “So whatever you
wish that others
would do to you,
do also to them,
for this is the Law
and the Prophets”



As you have seen on the front page we pro-
vide residents both who are moving in with us,
and who have moved on from us with the es-
sential furniture items and equipment needed
for a home. This is just one of the many things
we urgently need funds for. It costs us £100 to
provide a room with support for one person
for one week. As the nights draw in and get
colder it is more essential than ever that we

can continue to do so. £15 a month would help
us to provide somewhere warm and safe to

live and the support needed to enable some-
one to rebuild their life. Thank you.

Mercure Tunbridge Wells has kindly chosen to support
our work with the homeless.  They donated numerous
prizes for our tombola at the Tonbridge Christmas
festival and will be the venue for our quiz night in
February. Other fundraising events are also being
considered.  The 4 star hotel was built around an 18th

century Georgian Oast House which gives the hotel its
beautiful unique architecture making it a special venue
for events. The hotel has various packages for weddings,
christenings, birthdays, charities and more.

We’re very happy to announce that we will have a quiz
night in February, hosted by the Mercure Hotel Tunbridge
Wells.  Dust of those encyclopedias and join us.  Teams are
of 4-8 people, but individuals are welcome. If interested
please contact bbutterwick@thebridgetrust.org.uk or call
01732 368363.



: facebook.com/thebridgetrust @bridgetrust1

17A Quarry Hill Road, Tonbridge,
TN9 2RN.

01732 368363
Info@thebridgetrust.org.uk

Tonbridge Half Marathon
THANK YOU!

Thank you and a huge well done to those
who ran the Tonbridge Half for us this
year.  7 people took on the challenge and
raised vital funds for our work with the
homeless.

Sponsored activities bring in a lot of
funds for us. If you would like to fundraise
for us in any events throughout the year,
running, cycling, walking etc then please
get in touch.

Once again we have free places available for the race on February 18th

To  grab a free place all you need to do is try to raise £50 (or more!)
The race is famed for its brilliant organisation and was voted the 2nd best
half marathon in the UK by readers of Runners World in 2011

It costs approximately £500,000 a year
for us to provide a home to the
homeless. These donations, from both
groups and individuals allow us to
continue to make a difference in
people’s lives.

Well done and thank you to our Dragon Boat Crew.  Earlier this year
in September crew members donned the blue wigs and took to the
river. It was a brilliant day, everyone had fun and got rather wet. In
total the crew raised over £1000!

We will be entering the Tonbridge Dragon Boat Race again next year,
if you are interested in joining our crew please get in touch.

They are the UK’s largest supplier and manufacturer of fitted kitchens,
appliances and joinary producta from local stock. They are a trusted, trade-only
business that has been selling to trade professionals since 1995.  Last year they
supplied over 400,000 kitchens, 2.5 million doors and 770,000 appliances to UK
homes.


